Hotebreed

Satisfachon is the Death of Desire
{Victory Records)

by Dovid Mclermott

Rating: s % %

Long the purveyar of ull that is hardeore, Victory Recards has continually released some of the best herdeare music available
Hatebresd does not disappaint. The guitars jump ot you with aggression unmaiched, except for the bass and shythmic hammering
of the drumms. Songs Fke *Empty Promises®, "Before Dishonar?, "Frepare for Wor® and "Last Breath” make your blaad boil with e
fenacious hotred, Hotebreed do dwell @ bit an the general misery of life, but & works for thern, so go with 3| #hink they could kick
Kid Rock's tougheguy wss,

-

Praga Khon

Twrenty First Century Skin
{Antler Subway}

Rating: =4 #]/2

by Dovid McDermott

Frage Khon ore very reminiscant of some of the newsr New Ordar, or possibly even Crysial Mathod. Songs like "Breakfast in
Wegas" and "Adull Entertinment” hove very hook leden beats, whils "For Beyond the Sun® ard "What's Wrong with Me" move
with & very trence-like lempo. There's o few songs ot are en the weok side, but ned bod enough to oifect enjoyment of the

afbum.

Lit

A Flace in the Sun
{Dixty Merdini/RCA]
by Dovid McDermoit
Raling: ¥

Li's song "My G Worst fnemy,” has gotten 5o much airploy lotely that you'd be hard pressedt o find someone who hasn't
hewrd it on the rodia, of seen it on MTV. They olso fook o [ot fike o band manufachured by some big lobel ta cram down the by
ing public's throat. Don't get me wrong, the song is great; but #s olso the besi song on the album. The problem is that there really
isn't o good follow-up single’ en the clbum. Mone of the ofber songs have that hooky riff, like "My Cwn Worsi Enemy” does,
"Miiseroble”, "Quicksend”, snd "Hapay" fall inches shert, “tavely Day" has ¢ chance, but if's reedly shim. It looks like these guys
wilt fell info the "One Hit Wonder" cotegory, ot least for the fime being.

Lo Fidelity All-stars

How iz Operote with o Blown
Hindl.

[Skint/Columbia)

by David McDermalt

Rating: +

L P've hoard many great things sbout this band; they were ol lies. Their samples make no sense, and the music is o comprehen-

sive look ar what's wiong with British Techno today. Spin Magazine called this *....the most sungestive and provocative Bril-
dance debut since Porfisheod's ‘Dummy’ or Ticky's Moxincuoye’™. Well i didn't provoke anything in me except the desire to

el ike it out of my CO player. "How to Operafe with o Blown Mind” mokes me wonder if it wooldn't sound better with blown

spealers.,

Marianne Nowettny
Afraid of Me
{Abaton Book Co.)
by Brett Essler
Rating: #* #* #

Marionne Mewohny's Afraid of Me is not an easy album 1o find. You won't find it at ciriy record sfores or on your favorite an-line
mosic site, Guoronhue: it won't remuin hord to uncover forever. A jarring frixiure of pothos-infacted purging and swithng lo-k key-
bnards, Nowsting's debur €D evokes a meaction. A reattion in the sense that everyone wilf ke drewn ditferently, but nc less power-
bolly. Afraid of fe is o nighimare, bui an atiractive ane. The cover arwerk is striking - o posty princess set ageinst an aquo wall.
The music - o 16-year-old MNew Jersey high school shudent tripping on acid ond mimicking Lou Reed's Berlin o8 best she can with-
out waking the neighsors - wil inform your dreams end viee-varsa. Net unlike Dovid Cranerberg's eXistenZ, whers life is o game
within o gurae, Nowattny drags the listener wioy farther down than they deserve. if you remember hewring PJ Harvey for the first
time el it shill makes you feel, well, funny, than Afraid of Me is for you. Mever has chsolute schizophrenio ond irtense sexual fen-
sion Been 5o un-irerically mostered by o goth kid dressed ke Moroccan royalty. Buy at your own risk, which 1 mean in o good
way. {116 Spring Street, Newdon, M D7840)

Mufontes

A Diving Comedia Ou Ande Meio
Desligads

{Omplatien /PolyGram}
by Breff Essler
Rating: # % = 1/2

The whacked our 0% and 70% pop thol emanated from Brazil has been onthologized profusely by David Byme and plendered to

greot effect in commercials and movies. A twisted tale that is as much Jobim os i is Zoppo or Bectheart, Mutantes eschew the
sweeet and hunky pop - of say, Tom Zé - for o ceroinly more ecceniric saund. To say that Beck, Stereolab ffo o noficeable degree)
and many of foduy's past-rack practitioners have ifed from Mutortes is putting # mildly. Mixing o flair for catchy melodies with a
revolulienary bent - musically and politically, as members of Mutantes were poliically to the left in & politically repressed fime in
Brazil's history - Mulantes ore now experiencing o revival, thanks o reissues on Polygram and Byene’s Luake Bop . A Diving
Comedia Ou Ande Meio Desligods {thats Divine Comedy, or, | Walk Disconnected 1o us), fram 1970, is just as ifs tile described:
Funny. we thirk, but we're nof sure, ond disconnected, as i on heavy cold medicine. That means, for the most poxt, you had 1o be

[ there, besause jokes are “in,” the music so hollucinatory ity almost impossible to concertrate. If's on the lighter numbers ("Hey

Boy,” which could be easily coverad by April March) thar utenies prabobly sucked their audience in, befare turning tham off with
sad, sod irony - “my refrigerator doesn’t work/! tried everything,” or how cbout “l urgently need 1o find o friend,io wrastle with
me.” This is an alium which mony will buy cad read about ond say they love. How mary will actually get it remains the frue test,
Thot doesn’t maen you shouldn't try,

o

{rockstar.) Buffalo NY June 1999
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